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the Mother of Harlots 4 Sott 


DISCOVERED: 4/ 


Her Riſe, and when, with 1, 4317? + 
many ofher ſorceries. ww | 


VVith her Merchants of divers or. 


I ders, and ranks, and Merchandize of divers 
4 - ſorts. this many hundred years. 


Alſo her laſt Merchants With their delicate mer- 
chandiſe diſcovered; In anſwer to a book tituled the 
. Diredory for the publick Worſhip of God through Ex= 
glanl, Scotlani, and Ireland, which now is the 
chief rraffick her taft reformed Merchants v 
trades with, in all theſe Nations. g 


L Publiſhed by F. H. 


eAnd the Merchants of the Earth fball weep and mourn over her, -13 
for no man buyeth her merchandize any more, Rev. 18.1t. © HY 
And every Shif=Maſter, aud all the company in ſhips and ſailer:, 4 
and as many as tralg by Sea ſtood a far off , and they caſt dujt 
04 their heads, and cryed, weeping and wailing, ſaying, Alas, 
alas, thit great City wherein were made rich all that had ſhips 
0# the Sea, for in one hour ſhg is made deſolate, Rev. 18.17.16, 
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RES: Myſtery Fabylon, &c. Et 
'N:the end of the primitive times, when the Apoſtles 
had finiſhed their Teſtimony committed unto them, 

& had gathered many out of the world,and conver- 

ted many unto God,and many were eftabliſhed in the 
fairh of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which- purifieth the heaxt - 
and giveth vi&ory over the world, )and were led tothe be» 
ginning, before the world was made, and the Churches 
which were in God, which had received the anointing, by; 
which they knew all things , even the inviſible things 
of God, and the myſteries of his glorious Kingdom, 
which God through the. Spirtt did reveal umo them. 4 
which Spirit they had received,being begotten of God, by 
which ſpirit they called him father, and by which Spirit 
of trath which was manifeſt from the C 0d of truth in their 
hearts,by which Spirit they were led into all truth,and be- 
came Sons of God, and heirs of the promiſe, and chis Spirie 
was. their dire&ion , and icd them to worſhip C od aright, 
ro-:obey- and glorifie him, and his name which browghe 
falvation nnto them; and into this Spirit they wereall 
baptifed by the one Spirit into one body, andin this one 
Spirit they met and worthiped God, and were of one heart 
and of one mind, and did know their Dire&or near them, 
and in'thew, andthetime did come when they wcrſhipped 
neither at Jeruſalem, nor at Samarie , but in the Spirit, 
and in thetruth, wherein the Father was glorified , and 
came toſee that fulfilled which the | rophets bore witneſs 
of, even him in whom all. the Proplicts ends in ; Chriſt 
made manifeſt in them the hope of glory, whole voyce 
they heard from Heaven, by which they were onickned 
& raifed from deathro life, by the effetual working of the 
mighty power of God,which wrought in them thar did þe+ 
lieve, and they were in the unity of the Faith, by which 
all. their' hearts were purified who held it, which 18 a; my+ 
fteryheldina pure Confcience, by which they received 
”— ES. " | an 
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an aflurance, and were _— partakers of the promiſes, 


and became Jnheritors of 1ife and light, and immorta- 
lity, and heirs of the promiſe, and Joynt-heirs with 
Chriſt, and they fate rogerher with him in heavenly 
places, and eat with him, and drank with him in "the 
Kingdom of God, which ſtood in power and in righteouſ- 
neſs, joy, and peace, and did not look like the Phariſees, lae 
here,! or there, but firſt felt it(asa grain of Muſtardſeed)in 
themſelves, or as acorn of wheat which afterwards ſprings 
up as a blade, or as an earof wheat toripeneſs, toa full 
corn,and they did walk from Faith to Faith, from firength 
to ſtrength, and did appear before God in Sj9,,and the He- 
Er-ws were come to Mount Siox, from whence God ſhined 
out- in perfe& beauty, who became their ſatisfaton, and 
peace, who had revealed his Son in them , whom God had 
made unto them Juſtification & SanCtification & wiſdom; 
and ſo:they knew one God, the Father ofour Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and one Faith, one hope, one baptiſme, the one 
_ into which they were all baptiſed, ito which they 
all did drink. by which all that did believe were ſanCified, 
and. did receive the inheritance among theSaints in light, 
and this was the Church that was in God , which was 
begotten by God the father, and preſerved in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, in the lively faith , and in the lively hope, by which 
their ſouls were anchored, & they eſtabliſhed in thetruth, 
that'made free, and they had received the ſpirit of Pro- 
phecy, and did ſpeak one by one, according tothe Reve- 
lation of the ſpirit, (which led our of confulion into order) 


and they being in the power of God, did walk by its or- 


der, in the order of the Goſpel. 
And now was the woman cloathed with the Sun, who 


had the Crown of twelve ſtars upon her head, and the 
Moon under her feet, who ſtood in that which was un- 
changeable and immutable, and now wasthe Man-child 
brought forth which was to rule the Nations, and was re- 


vealed to the Church which was in God, and he was the 


head by which all the members of tae body Was united to- 
gether in one, and reconciled to the Father in one, and 


by 


by. his Obedience, Juſtificarl27 did come upon all that did 
believe. | x45? «+ ct Ee. 
' But ſince the woman, fledinto the wilderneſs, and the 
Man-child. was caught up.unto. God , the mid-pight of 
Darkneſs came upon the;whole world, and the ſincerity” 
was loſt, *and the image of God I6|, the Heir caughr tp out' 
of the worlds {ight. Faith was loſt, Hope loſt, the Spirir loſt, 
's fs — > &'* ag t Tx"  g31Ec. Te 
(the Saints rule and dirc&ion\And thei the whore appea- 
- red,and madeall Nations drunk with the wine of her for- 
nication, and they ftaggeredang reeJed to and fro, hither 
and thicher, having loſt the Spirit, becameall waters, and 
unſtable, and all the world wondered: after the Beait, 
which then aroſe after the primative times, and after the 
Apoſtles daies, and ,admired, him , and worſh'pped 
him, who killed the Womans ſeed, and made war a- 
enigh it. Þ7.--13- oo los xc: Hh mon RR. 
And then the whore madeDecrees, who was gone from 
the Law-giver , and ſhe made confeſſions of faith, andar- 
ticles of faith, being out of the power of God, who isthe 
Author of true faith, being guided by the power of the 
Dragon , ſhe made orders of worlhip, and gave dire&ions 
for worſhip, having gotten on the free womans attire, the 
outſide, the Scriptures, the form of Godlineſs , but after-- 
. wards became more abominable, having both' loſt. the 
ower and the form,'worſhipped the Devils power,and the 
ragons power, and came forth in the image of him; and 
reached out the cup of fornication, and made the Nati- 
ons drunk witly her Inchantments and ſorceries, and ſhe 
drunk the blood of theMartyrs,the blood of the Prophets, 
and them that kept the teſtimony of Jeſus, the ſpirit of 
Prophecy , and then preſcribed forms of worſhip, forms 
of prayer, and made creeds and faiths, and articles of 
faith, and. many faiths; having loſt the order of the Goſ-. 
 pel, ſhe made many orders, and ſent out many Merchants 
to carry abroad her traffique and her merchandize to the 
Nations, and whole ſhips were filled fullof it, veſſels full of 
it, which. went upon. the Sea, and road upon the waters, 
upon Kindreds, Tongues, Nations, and Peoples, who re- 
A'3 ceived 
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ceived of her merchandize, oY bonghroffeveral forts of 
merchandize which the ſevera} Merchants traded with; 
who had ſeveral orders ERIE then, "(as Popes, ar- 
dinals, Jeſyires, Fryers of matiy orders, and Vonks of nya - 
ny orders,  [cſuites of anyo ders, and al) thieſecarryed: 
cher ſeveral wares & riftiquezand many moreTradeſmen, 
many more merchants'whom 'fhefent ouc with her mer- 
chandize, who have been made rich by her merchandize, 
andother merchants wereBifſhops,Arch-bithops,Deacons, 
Arch-Deacgins, Pryors, arid Goyents, Vicars,Comiſſaries, 
Chapters, Chancelfors,' Vice-Chancellors » \Do&ors--of 
'Divinity, Batchellors of Divinity, Doors of Art,' Ma- 
ters of Art, Batchellars of Art, Priefts and Curats ) 
by - which they were :'made ' rich z, and abonnded in 
Treaſure. neg oe oe x FULTR 
And the Beaſt whom all the world wondred after, cone 
pelled all to worſhip him, both ſmall and grear, upon 
which the whore rides, the ſcarlet-colonred Beaft which 
hath guarded all her Merchants,and made all Nations buy 
their. ware , and' hath compelled all People to buy the 
whores Sorceries, even all che invented and heathenifſh 
trimperies which the whore hath patchedup; andrheif 
Merchants painted over, which they have patched up , 
ſome from the Jews, ſome from rhe Heathen, ſome from: 
the Saints words mixt with their own imaginations; atid 
deceit, and: has holden forth theſe as the publick worthip in 
the Nations, and Kindreds, Tongues, and Peoples; their 
many Creeds , many Confeffions of the Faith ,* many Ca - 
techifmes , and many forms of worſhip ; and when the 
people is weary of one fort of Merchandize, then brings 

another iy more deceitful and worfe , and the Beaft hat 
compelled the Nations to buy it, and to 'holdiras che 
Publick profeſſion of the Nations, though never ſo unſound 
and rotten, though damnable doftrines, ahd doftrines of 
Devils, though invented, and heretical opinions , invent- 
ed ſince the Apolifes dayes;yet cryes the Beaſt, theChurch 
hath ordained it, andthe ancient Fathers has agreed'upon 
it,and the Councels has confirn''d it, and'the Devincs has 
by 


| DE DEED: : 
earified it, and theBiſhops, -and Arch-biſhops, and reve« 
rend: Fathers has corifixmed it , and recommended it for 
Orthodox and Anthenrick.”' | | Et 
Afid therefore: fayes the beaſt napon which the whore 
rides, ( the falſe! Chwrch') rhe mother of  Harlots, if 
ou will notagree'to ity, you are Fereticks, forthe Churck 
five zowerto cenſure you, to excommmunicate you, and to 
curſe you; and to:deliver you-up to Satan; 'and then the 
beaſt hivitig tade Laws for the ſale ofthe-ivhores/Sorcr= - 
ries, . and for the guarding-of her Merchancs,- and cer 
ſhips, if yo Torfent-not to tho Articles of the Faith, 'and# 
Confeſſions; you'biieak che Law of the Nations, - and 
are nct ſubje& toAuthorityz and-now you are net plini- 
ſhed for Religion'fake; norfor Chriſts ſake , nor- the Gb - 
fpels ſake-; but as enli=doers, and Tranſgrefſors' oF the 
Laws of our Kingdomor Nation t awdthus rhemwother of 
Harlers which got ap {ince the Apoſtacy, 'who' hach' punk . 
the blood of the Saints,and ſhed the blee&of the Martyrsy . 
and fluin the witneſſes, and hath putro many cruel deachs, 
She ſaith] am clear, we kill none for Conſcienceſakes we 
evſeenite none for the Goſpels fake, nor-Chriſts fake, tov 
r Religions ſake; but youſuffer as Hereticks, and you : 
have tranfgrefſed thelaw of Kings, Emperors, Comicets; 
and Parliaments » andare-enemies. to States and Governs - 
nients, and: Rules in breaking their whalſom Laws eryes 
the Farlot, 'who hath loft the: favour; and hor Merchants, 
which calls that which ſtinks and is eorrupty wholſomies 
and ſo ſaith the beaſt, we perfecute you not for Religion, , 
neither in perſons, ';berties, or eſtates , but the Church 
hath:recomniended this 2 ofrine, theſe Articles of Faith, . 
theſeCreeds atitl Pater-nofters his publickworſhip, of thar 
Maſſ&book; or that Common Prayer-book, or this Dife= - 
ory, arid are not-they the fitteſt to judge of Religion, 
who. hath the Tongues, and the Original? and is fiteeft 
togive meanings and interpretations of the Sctiptare ? 
- And therefore we make a Law, thatthe Mafſe-book ſhall 
be” holder; ont for the publick'profeiſion oftheſe Nations, 
a9 the Pope, Cardinals, Jeſuits, and Fryers think fit, _ | 
| that 
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6 
that -the ; Comnion- RES: be loldew- forth as the 
pablick worſhip; which #he Bithops, Arch-biſhops,Deacons, 
Arch-Deacons hath recommended-untous,;,as:that which 
is: .conſonianc and: agreeable:to the prinutivetimes, :and co 


' 


the Church whiok: hath: beer; 'eftablyhed ſo -many hug- 
dred years, and whoſoever will not: eonſeatand perform 
all the Rites and ceremonies,;het him.be indjRed, ,and let 
him;bepteſfented;:anudlet him ;be Gited- to appear before 
aBiſhop, and ler-him itaprifonkimyahd fing him, arid cake 
away; iome,;of his Etaczy and nxcommunicate him, and 
then its fitichat the Secular power take notice of him for 
trauſgreiling .6f, their Lam, and.;pillory:;bim,.;or cut off 
bis cas, or ſtigmatize him and bariiſh him, and; Jer his E- 
ſtate be; conficate. tothe Kingy-or Prince,; againſt whom 
be haek-tranſgiefſed; for heinifeds as an Evil-doegr, and 
bath; brought this upen himſelf; becauſe he would-naog be 
ſub;e& to Qur Church orders,and to the laudable Cuſtoms 
of our Nations or Country, -: 2g tirgt!-:: - 
And. (ith. ome othepofthe-whores Merchants who are 
of; another; order, diſtin& from the.reſt, and-carrixs other 
forts of ware; and traffiques with' other ſorts of; Merchan- 
dize , and ſbme- newer faſhion, which is liker to bewitch: 
people;-rbey cry our tothe Rulers of the Earth te props- 
gate their, trading and.their merchandize , ani faith, 
it were fic that:ſfome Doors. and Orthodox men were cal-. - 
led;fogetber to conlider and: confulr about their crade,, 
and. what: ſort of ware or trafique will moſt bewitch peo; 
ple, and inchant their minds, that ſo her Ships'may go on 
the. Sea; for if Kindreds, Tongues and People will not buy 
her ware 3: her. Ships cannot go, aud thew trade-will goe 
down; if ever:Nations come to the Rock, or people comes 
taſome ftability, or know the pyectous nc a andth.: 
heavenly treaſurein the earthen veſſels, they will buy no 
more of us; if irhe Sea'be dried up that no more a gallant 
Ship can paſſe thereon,/ nor never a Gally with cars, then 
;wethallallturn-bankrupts,. and then may we cry alas, a- 
las, we that haye been made rich are now become poor, 
 (thergfore what doe'we do? let us take counſel together, 
: and 


7 
and if any tell that they har A peained the heavenly trea- 
ſure, and are cometo the durable riches, and tothe trea» 
ſuxe that cankers not,and that they have found it in theni- 
ſelves, then let us cry out its heretie, and 'daminable Do- 
Arine 3 aml if any man ſhall ſay that they needno man to 
teach them, but the annointing that dwels in them, by 
which they know all things; then Jecus give our vote with 
one conſent, that, thats a deluſion, and let us frame Ar- 
guments and ſay that that cannot be, you want Hebrew 
Greek, and Latin, and the Original, by which you 
ſhould expound the Scripture, and know the meaning of 


it,. and therefore you to conclude that you have received 


th ganointing is dangerous dofrine, let us pronounce this 
min asa hererick, for he wil infeC& people. 

| And furthermore ifany ſay that the Lord 1s become his 
teacher,and he needs no man to teach him, but knows the 

Lord tobe his ſheapheard, then let us cry out of this, as 
dangerous doCtrine, andcry to the reſt ot the people (that 
buyes yet our merchandiſe) that he holds hereticall opt- 
nions, and ___ the Miniſtry, and the ordinances,and 
the doarines of our reformed Churches; or if any ſay that 
the Spirit of the Lordis a ſufficient teacher, to lead his 

eopleintoall truth without outward means, as avcucall 
| ng Febrew, Greek, and Latin, and che ancient 
fathers, and old Authors, and ſo make void all our arts, 
and parts, which is the foundation of our Devinity, then 
let us cry in the ears of all the people, and in the ears of 
the Rulers, and the Powers of the earth , that this is 
blaſphemy anderror, and ought to be ſuppreſt. 

And furthermore, if any ſhall ſay that hee believes hee 
ſhall be made-free from finne in this life by the effeual 
working of Chriſt (the mighty power of God\which con- 
demns fin in the fleſh, and deſtroyes the works of the de- 
vil, then let us cry herefie and blaſphemy, and let us tell 
them that the holieſt that ever was upon the earth finned, 
and that the body of tin was un-cur down in them, and 
let us prove it by #auls words, he complained of a body « f 
fin, and was never in any other condition while he ved 

B upon 


> AFR + nh AE A I*%g;. O04 
Fs . — ny 


upon the earth, and ſo it may be we ſhall. keep themin 
blindneſs, that they will continue and trade with us; and 
ifany ſay they are come tothe baptiſme of the Spirit, the 
one baptiime into which all the Saints were baptized, in 
whom'all other baptiſmes ends, and ſo being come to 
this, deniesall the figures, and the baptiſme of ;nfants, then 
let us cry out that they are ſe&aries, and denies the ordi- 
nance of God, Infants baptiſme, and. let us givethem 
ſome {cripture, how that Chriſt took up little Children 
in his arms and blefſed them, and how he bid his Diſciples 
go out intoall Nations, & baptize them in che name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and may be withan infe- 
rencecr two, or two or three conſequences raiſed from 
this, and thelike Scriptures, we ſhall make their eyebling, 
that we (ball pur off this counterfeit ware yet a little while. 

And if any ſhall deny eur Church or Chapel, and call 
it an Idols Temple (which God never commanded to be 
Þuilc) then let us bring ſome ſcriptures, how that God 
conimanded a Temple to be built at Feruſalem , and 
how the. Jews had Synagogues, and how God com- 
manded ftore-houſes to-be built for Gods ſervice and 
worſhip , and it may be ſuch a proof as this will fatisfie 
them, thar they will cometoour ſhop another time, at the 
hour appointed for the ſale of our wares, when the mar- 
ket-bell rings, and the wares areready to beſet out, and 


| ſoby this means we may hold on our Trade a while, And 


if any ſhall deny Davids Pſalms to be ſung in rhime and 
meeter, and with Organs and Pipes tobe an Ordinance 
of God in Goſpel-times ; then ler us bring them ſome 
ſcriptures, and fome fathers,8 tell them in the Church of 
Corinth,that he that had a Plalm might fing,and it may be, 
they will know nodifference between a Plalm which was 
given for: h by the ſpirit , and the Pialm which is gotten 
by tradition from another; and let us bring a proof out 
cf Revelation, that they that were redeemed from the 
earth played upon the Harps, andſung a new ſong, and it 
may be they will not ſee no difference between them that 
arein the earch, and them that are redeemed from the 
earth, and ſo we may keep up this ſtill as an ordinance 
in- 


| [7] 
invented by- our PR, 6s Baby lon. 

And let this be agreed amongſt us, now when many of 
us is aſſembled together, whoſe livelyhood and riches 
ſtands only in the merchandiſing of our mother Church, 
. that in whatſoever place we ſayl toinour ſhips, if any be 
heard to ſay that the Spirit ofthe Lord ought to move firſt 
before any Teacher, Miniſter, or Believer ought to pray, 
that ſo they may pray with the Spirit, and in the Spirit, 
in publick, and in private, whether with many or few, 
that ſo without the Spirit none can be edified; let us all 
agree to this, that it be voted down as an error, and let 
us do what in us Iyes to prove from Scripture, thar ſet- 
forms of Prayer is lawfull, and 1s an ordinance of God, 
and let us bring the Lords-prayer, called by our Mother- 
Churchthe Pater-nofter, and ſee what that will do,” and 
alſo Hoſea 14.2. take with you words and turn to the Lord, 
ſay unto him, take away our iniquity, and receive us gra- 
ciouſly; ſowith a deduGion from theſe and thelike Scrip- 
tnres, we may happily prove that a ſet-form of words in- 
vented by our Church, (orany of us that trades with her 
merchandiz2 ) that this is an ordinance of God,and onghe 
to be praiſed publickly and privately, and is accep- 
ted with God, although the people have not received ' 
the Spirit as they had in the primative times ; and 
if this will not fatisfie, then uſe ſome prevalent Argu= 
ments, as our reverend Brother, and Fellow-merchant 
with us, Mr. Seme! Boulron in the like caſe in hand uſed 
this forcible Argument, Though you cannot command 
the wind( ſaid he ) yet yau may ſpread your ſayles, and 
ſee what ſuch an argument as this will do, bur if chey will 
not be content with this (as it may be they will not in 
Evglan”, Sotlard, and Ireland, Holl:ud, and ſome other 
parts, who are more guick-fighted than ſome other pla- 
ces where we merchandi:e , if we cannot ſtand ic out a» 
gainſt them, that none can pray to Godarighr, burhe 
thar is come to the Spirit, and knows by the lignification of 
it what to ask, then let us grant them the thing, if we 
. cannot help it, if Common=-prayer , forms of Prayer will 
B 2 nar 
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not go off as they uſe to do amongſt our Cuſtomers , then 
let us agree to them, ( but let that be the laſt ſhifc ) that 
withour Faith, or the Spirit it is impoſſible to be accepted 
or heard of God; yet before this be granted, let us ftrive 
as much as in us lyes by forcible arguments from the 
Scriptme (if ſo be that they will not allew theauthority 


of antient Fathers, nor of our C annon-books ) how that 


thereis a plat-form laid down in Scripture, and the gene- 
ral heads of true prayer is laid down mm an Orthadox me- 
thod in Scriptures,that 15 to lay, Confeſsion, Petition, In- 
terceſsion, Supplication, with giving of thanks,and if this 
will not ſtave them off from ipeaking ſo much of Prayer 
by the Spirit , and with underſtanding ( for it will bea 
grievous thing if we let this ordinance tall, of ſet-form of 
Prayer, which our Mother Myitery-Babylon hath allowed 
ſo many years, and ratified and confirmed in ſeveral great 
Councels as Niece, and Latteray, and divers others) and if 
nothing will ſerve them but prayer by the ſame Spiritas 
was in the j rimative times (before we loſe them quiteYlet 
us grant it themin words, that Prayer by the Spiritit is 

only acceptable. | | | 
And reverend Brethren , let us all agree not to be idle, 
bat diligent, read the Scriptures, and pack them up toge= 
ther , a deal of exhortations, reprehenfions, admoniti- 
ons, and prophecies, and read ſome old Authors, as Irexe= 
us, Ambro:, Cyprear, Terow, Bail, Aujtir, Origer, Damizin, 
ard its not aniſs if we take in Luther and Calvir, Memno, 
Beza; and ſome otherlate modern Writers 3 And ſo by 
much reading % meditation our affe&ions will be whetted 
up' and Quickned , and thoſe words which we read often 
will lodgein our memory, ſo that we ſhall be able to pray 
half an hour ex temiprre, or an hourand an half npon a 
Faſt-day (for thats the beſt trafhi;ue that goes of ſuch 
dayes as thoſe) without tautologies, or reiterations,and {o 
though wepray ſeveral times, and in ſeveral places, as be- 
fore Kings, or Counceis, ora Synod, or Clafſis, Mer- 
chants of our own order, yet by this means we ſhall be fic- 
ted for all places and times,to ſute the buſineſs which we 
are 


; [11] | 
are about, and if any queſtion the thing , letns ſay, we 
ray by the Spirit as it gives ns utterance 3 but now this is 
the laſt and beſt of our merchandire, which is as gold & fil- 
ver,& precious ſtone, & pearl; if this will not gooff,as upon: 
the account of the ſpirit, or ſpiritual worſhip, ora lpiritual 
ordinance,then there is little hope of driving any more 
rrace,or getting any more ſale, with theſe men,then let us 
cry to the Magiſtrates,they are new-fangled & giddy-head- 
ed, and delights in Novelties, andare erroneous tchiſma- 
ticks, and hereticks,and are faCtious and {editious,which if 
they be let alone, & not be timely checked & reproved,they 
will overthrow us merchants call*d\by our ſelvesMiniſters } 
and not only us but alſo both Church & Common-wealth. 
And furthermorelet us agree reverend Brethren in uni- 
ty and peace, and ſtrive all with one conſent to be funi- 
ſhed with ſuch Merchandi:e as will ſute with the Coun- 
tries and Regions where we trafiizue, as Kings, Princes, 
Prote&ors , Parliaments, and Councels, Noblemen , 
Gentlemen, and alſo takein the common people(if happi- 
ly we can pleaſe them all) becauſe that by the laſtmenti-= 
oned we receive many of our ſubſiftance , yet ifany of 
them do not like our merchandize, it is the leaſtmatter of 
them; forthen we have a King, a Prince, a Proteor, or 
a Parliament to appeal to, and if we can but ſatisfie them 
with merchandize upon petition, they will make usa Law, 
and ſet a compaſs upon every one of ourfhips to ride in at 


ſea, and they will command every Pariſh to buy our mer- 


chandize,& if they will not buy it,at the worſt; compel them 
to give us our price, Whether they receive our merchan- 
dize or not, or traftique or not, but if they will not(having 
a-Law to guard us) we can take it from them whether they 
will orno,& ifat any time any ſeem obſtinate,& refules to 
pay us Eaſter-reckonings,& Midſummer-dues, which may ' 
be comes to the value of 18 d.or2 s.) wecan take a Pot 
worth 7 or $8.0ra Pan ora Kettle,and if they ſhall negle& 
to pay us a Mortuary, which hath been an Ordinance or- 


 dained by our mother Myſtery-Babylon 7 or $ hundred . 


years ago 'or. upwards , if they will ſeek to diſannul ſuch : 
| | B3 « 
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«laudable cuſtom, then a them for it in a Coun- 
ty-Court, and get 20 or 30 ſhillings dammage, and if my 
of the common people refuſe to pay us our | ythes, which 
belongs unto us, Church-Officers , which was given unto 
ns by onr Mother, who fate upon the ſcarlet-coloured 
Beaſt at the leaſt 13 hundred years ago, that if our tyche 
come to 40 8. Or 31. we cango to a Chapman or two, who 
reſents our commodities, and they will give usa warrant 
for treble dammages, and then we ſhall get ſome Baylitfs 
who are our Church-Members, and take away a yoke of 
Oxen worch 8 or 10 pounds; or a Horſe or Cow worth 
ten or twelve pounds, and if the Tythe cometo5 or 6 
pound, then we can take five or ſix Cows, and a ſcore of 
theep, and half a (core of ſwine, and threth the corn out 
of his barn , and take it away, and take away the fether- | 
Beds, and Curtains, Court-cloaths, and Blankets, Rugs, 
Sheets, Kettles, Brewing-furnace, or the Rayment which 
the Family wore; and if we judge it too little to fatif- 
fie our inſatiable deſires, take Pin-culhions , orif it be but 
halfa Cheeſe, as our reverend Brother Alexander Bradley in 
the :Parith of Elmjioze in the County of Kent from Kobert 
Minter of the ſame County and Parith. And inthus doing 
there will be little loſs or detrement to us; and if any re- 
fuſe to give us a Tythe-cock of hay, ore ſhock of corn, 
(having the power of the earth of our fide) we can pull 
down the hedges, and break oper: the gates, and fetch a- 
. way a Wain load or two,or as much aswe think fit, as ma- 
ny of our reverend Brethren of our order have lately done, 
- which are good precedents to poſterity that may come af- 
ter us, and if any with whom we have traded (who are 
Neighbours } do think mnch at us, we can call them 
_ Fereticks, and ſay they are enemies to the Church and 
Commonmwealth , therefore why do you pity them ? 

But reverend trethren , it is not with us now in the 
North Regions of the World, as it hath been in time 
paſt, abont twoor three hundred years ago,neither as is it 
with the reſt of our fellow-Merchants m Iraly, Rome, Fernſa- 
len, Arabia, Greece,Portugal;Sprwin Hungaria,F rance,and = 

re 
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reſt of the Regions where our Mother fits as a Queen, the 


people beingallas aſleep at midnight, any old, dark,rufty 


cankered ware will go off there at a good rate, and, for 4=: 
ve maries, Or Pater=neſterc, Te Peum , or a magnifcat Arn;« 
», or the like, or ſome other charm. in, an unknown 
Tongue, or a ſtory of St. Damiſen, or St. Bened:& about 
Images, or a ſtory of St. Francis of his converting of 
wolves and bears; or ſpeaking an hour from ſome cl4 fa- 
thers, and call it the word of God, and meddle not with 
the Scripture at al);. fora ſtory of the Lady of Lauretta, or 
the image of the bm or Mary, and of whar miracles they 
have wrought, which che members ofthe Mother Church 
believes for good Dodrine , andreceive theſe or the like, 
as Croſſes, Crucifixes,P:&ures,B-ads and Images,and ſuch 
other like merchandi-es of the baſer ſort, is all bought 
and received, without queſtion, as merchandizes of great 
worth, and things belonging to happineſs and felicity;but 
alas. *tis almoſt day, and the night 1s farſpent, and the 

cople in theſe Nothern Regions are come paſt midnight, 
{ome towards the dawning of the day, and they queſtion 
our merchandize, and with ſome the night is quite over, 
and they are come to the day-break , and to the rifing of 
the ſun, and with theſe there is no hope of trading(though 
with the beſt of all our commodities) though with Cini- 
mon and odours, and oyntment, and frankincenſe, yet 
they wall buy none of our ware, nor thers no hope of tra-- 
ding with them any more, for they are come to know the 
Pearl which is more pretious than rubies, and the heaven= 
ly treaſure that doth not ruſt, and the word which is ſwee- 
ter than the honey and the honey comb, thers no hope of 
them 3 but this is the miſery, they will notbecontent 
with what theyhave found, but imparts it to others, and . 
ſo begets a diſlike in other peoples minds, t6 the beſt of all 
our Merchandize. 

However, them that are gone'from us, and denies our: 
mother, and hergolden cup,and denies all her merchants 
great and ſmall, not onely them that trades in wood, and 
veſſels, -and brafle, and iron, but even them that — | 

wit 
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with the beft a 4] id and filver, precious 
ſtones, and - pearls, fine linen, purple, filk and fcarlet;; 
however let us excommunicate them, and give them up 
co Sathan, and let uscall tothe beaſt with his ſeven heads 
and ten horns, whois ſcarlet coloured, dreadful and ter- 
rible, andletus accuſe them of herefte, ſchiſm and blaſ- 
phemy, and call them ſeducers and deceivers, and falſe 
Prophets, and let us brand them with names of reproach, 
as Sectaries, and ſay they are ſeditious and rebellions and 
mutenous, and they are enemies toChurchand State,and 
all good government, peace-breakers, fa&ious, and pe- 
ftilent fellows, that brings all the Natious into an uproar; 
and if that will not do, lets petition to Kings, Princes, 
Dukes, Parliaments, Prozefors and Counſels that ſome 
ſpeedy and effe&ual courſe may be taken for ſuppreſſing of 
theſe tereticks, and for ſtopping of theſe blaſphemous do- 
&rines, as that the Sceeple-houſe 1s not the Church, and 
ſprinckling of Infants no ordinance of Chriſt, and ſinging 
of Plalms by tradition no part.of the true worſhip of God, 
and it may be we ſhall get ſome Law or A of Parliament 
againſt them; or call _ vagabonds, and get them whipt 
abroad, and put in priſons, while we take away their ox- 
en and gouds at home, and ſo by rhis means it will top 
others (whom we traftique withal) that they will not dare 


to hearken unto them; for if they will not buy our wares 


and take our meaſures by a glaſle,in love to it, yet becauſe 
of fear of impriſonment or loſle of their goods or eſtates, 

they will be conſtrained to trade with us, | 
But alas, it is otherwiſe with us now then it was in 
Queen Mares dayes, when maſſe, mattens and even-ſongs 
profeſſionings, Ave-maries, Creeds and Pater-noſters took 
up moſt part-of the time, and went off imongſt people for 
ſpiritual wo:{ifip at a good rate;neither is it with us now,as 
it was in the days of Biſhop Zud our great Metropolitan , 
and the reſt of our mothers merchants : Then would com- 
mon prayer tranſlated out of the tnaſs-book into the En- 
gliſh, .and Creed, Letany, Pater noſter, with a Lor i have 
mercy.upon us, or we beſeech thee to hear us good Lord, 
fourty 


| 5 | 
Fourty times over i a __ of an hour, with ſome of 
Davids Pſalms rurned into meeter, by Hypzi415 and Srerz- 
hold maſters of mulſick, fung with Organs,wich Chorifters, 
and boyes, with bowing to the Altar, and ſuch like mer- 
A which then was precious in che eyes of our mo- 


thers children; Then whoſoever would not be obedient to 


all the Rices and Ceremonies, then we branded chem with 


che name of Puritans and Non-conformiſts, and haled 
them before Seffions, Courrs and Magiſtrates, cited them 
to appear before the Biſhops,ferved them up to the High- 
Commiſſion Court, before the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
pora), | falſely fo called] and there the fleſh was grawn 
to the bone, and ears cut off, ftigmatizing and burning 
with irons, impriſonment and baniſhment : Now as peo- 
ple came nearer the day they began to ſuſpeCt all this, as 
not to be the ſpiritual Worthip of God, having no ground 
nor footing from the Spirit of Truth, nor example from 
the Scripture, nor from the primitive Churches,then them 
over whom our mother once reigned, began fo queſticn 
her whether ſhe was the Lambs wife, yea or nay? And 
whether our Predeceflors and Brethren were the meſſen= 
gers ſent out by the true Church, yea ornay? And whe- 
ther the Ordinances and Praiſes were the inſtitution of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, yea or nay in the primitive times ? 
and the day dawning upon them, and the fpirit came to 
be revealed, and did thine into their hearts, and they be- 
n to ſearch the Scriptures, and to compare the true 
Church | which was cloathed with the Sun, and crowned 
with the crown of twelve Stars] with our mother, myſtery 
Babylon, and they began to compare the Apoſtles and Mt- 
niſters in the primitive times with our Predeceffors 3Babylons 
merchants, and alfo compared the Inititutions and Crdi- 
nances which were delivered to the true Church with the 
Inſtitutions, and Rites and Ceremonies, and inventions of 
our mother, myfteryBabylon;And ſo they found all ont by 
the revelation of the Spirit,and by ſearching of the Scrip- 
rures they found out the riſe of our mother, after the wo- 
man was fled into the wilderneſſe, and that ſhe fate not as 
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a Quicen upon Nations, Kindreds, Tongues and Peoples, 
£11] afrer the woman did fly away upon the wings of an Ea- 
gle into the wilderneſle for a time, times and half a time, 
and likewiſe they found out that our predeceſſors and fel- 
low-merchants werenot like the Miniſters of Chriſt in the 
primitive times , neither our Do@rines and Ordinan- 
ces, like the Ordinances and Dofrines which were 
orice delivered to the Saints , before ' ever wee mer- 
chants ſet ſajl or floated in a ſhipon the Seaz And fo 
finding our City to be raiſed up in ics glory, fince the glo- 
ry of God was loſt in the earth, and tinding our Queen, 
myſtery Babylon, ruling in our City tince the Lambs wife 
fled,and finding us merchants to receive hertraff ;ne from 


her City lince the faith was loſt that once was delivered ro 


the Saints, and did ſee our Creeds and Beliefs and Pater- 
noſters, our prayers, andour hymns, that they are =_ 
another thing,which was part of her traffique, they have 
concluded (and that upon infallible grounds) warranted 
by a cloud of witneſſes in the Prophets and Apoſtles, that 
our mother is a whore, and her predeceſſors are her mer- 
chants, and that our Ordinances are and traffique have 


| been invented by ſome of our mothers children which are 


Apoſtates, and they have found us outz, And now alas / 
a thip will bee hardly able to ride any more upon the wa= 
ters, nor the Sea will hardly bear up our veſſels any more, 
the Natious, the kindreds, the rongues, and the peoples 
are almoſt dried up, eſpecially in the North Regions they 
will not buy ourMerchandize any more,our ſhips areliketo 
ftand ftill, and our Merchandize is Ike tobe all ſhipwrackt;. 
therefore let us take Counce], leaſt all the Sea dry up, and, 
weall fit down infolitarineſle,and ourſong be turned into 
woe worth the day, miſery, andalas. 

Therefore now it behoves us all, reverend Brethren,who 
are of this laſt edition( tything Presbyters) to deny our. 
Mother mn hergreateſt fornication , and adultery, fince 
the hath committed fornication with Kings and Nobles, 
and ſince all Nations have drunk of her cup : But yet let 
us own her three or four hundred years after the aſcenti= 
on of Chriſt, for then though ſhe was inclining to Adulte- 


(9) 


| - 7 
xy, and it lodged in her heart, yet it was not ſo openly 


known then, but only toa few, and then ſhe held part of 
the form of Godlinels , and had part of the true Chaur- 
ches attire and ornaments on the outſide, and lo let us all 
agree 'to ſtick cloſe to her hear,and vindi-ate herthen, and 
her Merchandize the form of Godlinels}for if this trafh jue 
will not go off, weareat anend, for either this muſt ſerve 
in the North Regions of che world, or we muſt pull down 
our ſayles,. and; letour ſhips, ſtand ſtill on dry land; ler us 
put on reſolution , there 1s ſome hope that tiuis may ſerve, 
a while, for that our Mother was a true Church 3 hun« 
dred years after Chriſt ,- hardly any in this will gain-ay 
us, and let us deny all; the Popes, Cardinals, Legates, 
Fryers, Monks, Jeſuites , Semenaries, and all their ſe- 
veral orders, which are one diſtin from another, and let 
us deny the reſt of our Fellow-Merchants., or rather Fa- 
thers, which did ordain: us to be, Merchants to tradeat 
Sea , ſeeing that kind of Merchandize which t'iey then 
traded with , which. they received from our Mother will 


not go off now; for Nations, .Kindreds, , Tongues, and- 
People now will not buy that kind of merchandize which: 


hath not the face of Purity upon it; and though we were 
made Miniſters by them , yet now when they are grown 
out of date (a Parliament having voted them down) its 
not ſafe for us to hold chem up, nor none of their worſhip 
nor merchandize 3 ſo we having a. diſtin& order of our. 
own, and are rank*dinto another fellowſhip, diſtin& from 
the Fryers and the Monks, let us keep our fellowſhip 
one with another; and {o we may ſet up ourſelyes, and fo 
may bring honor to our mother, Myſtery Babylon, under 
anothername; and (p.let, Biſhops, Arch-biſhops , Archs-. 
deacons ,- Deans and Chapters ,. Prelates, Vicars and 


Curates bedenyed; and ſeeing their traditional traffi jue 


before mentioned will not go off, and all the forms of 
publique worſhip hath been contrary to the Scriptures, and 


contrary to the primative times, and ſeeing we cannot. 


hinder people from ſeeing of it, therefore we mult let it 
all paſs, and deny both them and it, at leaſt in the hear- 
C2 ing 


'$ | 
ing of chem whom we £6 with therefore let thenr mec- 
cirandize with it in ſome other Conntry for our mother, 
where ſhe hath more reputation, and where the beaſt hath 
more power; and the time may come, if we can but per- 
ſwade People, that they cannot nnderftand the Scrip- 
tures, ncr come to know the mind of Chriſt without our 
Original, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin; in ſome time ic 
may be this traftique will go off, if we can keep People but 
1gnorant enough, that ſo we ray be a means to bring ouy 
mother, aud her meſſengers, thae ſhe hathſent forth, into 
more reputation than they are. Notwithſtanding thoughthe 
day be dawned, every mans works made manifeſt of what 
ſort it 18, yet it is well enough that we receive the main- 
tenance which our mother Myſtery Babylon gave unto 
our former merchants, #s' Tythes,* Oblations, Obven- 
cions and Offerings, Eafter-reckonings, and Midſummer- 
dues, and Mortuaries, twenty ſhillings for a funeral Ser- 
mon, ten groats at the Grave, twelve pence an hour for 
ringing of bells , and ſnch other like commodities that be- 
falls us; and beſides all this we have got ſomething out of 
Biſhops lands, and Deans; and Chapters, and Prebends 
lands, fome good augmentations out of thele ; 10'that all 
the merchandizing and traffique. lyes tm our hand, and al] 
the wages that otir mother gave to other Officers, and Am- 

”  baffadors of feverat orders, which to fpeak plainly, is the 
very reins and fiews of our Goſpel which we''preach; and 
therefore if we cannot keep the people blind; but they will 
ſee onr error in moſt things ; yet while we have the Pow- 
ers ofthe Earth to make us a Law , thar all may be forced 
and compelled to pay thar nuto us , which our mother the 
Church gave us, when ſhe was in her exaltation, while 
this is kept up,we ſhall cary about our ſhips, and merchan- 
di-e, though the people have no great heart to it, we ſhall 
cry out to tne Magiſtrates to _—_ them to buy it, or elſe 
the people will turn Atheiſts, and Barbarians, and however 
get our Price. | | 

Yet now, reverend brethren, ſeeing we cannot keep the 
People in_ ignorance and darkneſs, nor hinder ay day 
from 
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from dawning , nor the Sun from rifingy, while it is buc 
evenyet twylight , let us work and carry about our traf- 


_ fique, for the beſt ſort of merchandize which our moth6e 


hath, will hardly pleaſenow, for nowitcomes to that, 
chat nothing but ſpiritual Ordinances will be accepted a- 
mong people now, therefore we, which are of the tything 
Presbyterian order, though we have denyed our mother 
in ſome of her ſorceries, and though we have denyed the 
Biſhops, our Fathers, and ordinances, and their eſta- 
bliſhed form of worſhip, we being heirs apparenc to their 
Inheritance, and Revenues, and wages; now we being 
come to maturity, and goes under the name of Refor- 
mers , yet let our mother Myſtery Babylons wages ſtand 
unalterable as the Law of the Medes and Perfians, and. 
though the ——_ of publick worſhip have been deny- - 
ed and aboliſhed, let us perſwade the Magiſtrates, and. 

Rulers, that if they abotith our tythes , and ſet wages, . 
then the Goſpel will ceaſe to flonriſhin thele Nations, and 
though the Yaſs-book, or book of Common=-prayer, and . 
the Lateny will not go off for Goſpel any longer , we 
ſhall ſet ſomething elſeup in its ſtead to be called the Go- 
ſpel ,"and becauſe we have not an immediate Spirit, nar 

an infallable, neither ever looks to haveit 3 its requiſite 

that we preſcribe ſome form or DireQory of worthip tobe 


' as a rule of NireCion to all of our order, and if we can 


vet a -Parliament to make an ordinance for the recom- 
mendation of it to the Nations, as the publick worſhip of 
God, then we may trade yet with our merchandize, and 
whilſt cur fet wages is not altered, the matter is of leſs 
moment ; and though the Dire&ory ſhould be diſcom- 


mended, as it is recommended, and our form ſhonld go 


down , and another thing ſhould be eſtabliſhed inſtead of 
it; yet it were lawfull for us tojoyn.toanother,and though 
they ſhould accuſe us far time-ſervers,. and men-pleaſfers, 
yet we have a cloud of witneſſes, as in Edward the: 6. and' 
Henry the 8. how many hundred of our Fellow-merchants 
denyed driving a trade with the Maſs-book ,and likewiſe 
in the daies of Queen Mary many thouſands owned the 
C.3 Matſs+ - 
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Maſs-book ' as the ubliqu worſhip of God ., which was 
then holden out. Again , how many thouſands of our 
Fellow-merchants denyed the Vals-book , our publick 
pn do&rine and dilcipline-, and joyned.to the 
ook of Common-Prayer,and the Lateny,as the publique 
I of the worſhip of God, and now of late years we 
ave denyed it ourſelves,and fo we which are ofthis order 
can diſpence -well enough with this, ſezing that we trade 
with ſont ofour mothersMerchandize under another name, 
and ſo the matter is leſs grievous , becauſe the orders and 
ceremonies about worſhip is re:ained ſtill in our Dire&o- 
ry under another habit and guiſe, and ſo having thele 
Witneſles .before mentioned for our example, andifany 
ſeem _to contend with us, this will take the edge off People, 
ſeeing its no.new thing with us to ſet our ſayles which way 
ſoever the wind blows, and it-may be we may bring them 
a Scripture or two , and an inference from it,for a Cloak, 
as to ſubmir to every ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, 
and let every Soul be ſubje& tothe higher Power , ſo Yen- 
ry the Sth. while he ſtood he was the higher Power. and ſo 
Mary, Elizab:th, Fames and Charles they werethe higher 
Power while they ſtood, and they did ordain, that ſome- 
time the Maſs-book ſhould be the publique worſhip, % ſom 
time the Common-Prayer book ſhould be the publick wor- 
ſhip;and now. wy, a Plat-form of publick worſhip; 
it may be theſeand the like Arguments to them that are 
dim-fighted will take place for ſometime. But there is 
one thing above all which ought ro be conſidered of by 
us , who are allowed tc be publick Merchants , ſeeing 
that we muſt go under the name of Reformation , for that 
is onr flag wecarry in our Ship, that ſeeing that generally 
people of the moſt underſtanding will not allow of any 
preaching to be effe&ual, to the converting of Souls, bur 
that which is miniſtred by or from the Spirit,]for the read- 
ing ofold homilies which ſerved in our Predeceflors dayes 
will not ſerve now ,. or if we ſhould ſpeak ſome Hebrew or 
Greek, or Latin in an unknown Tongue, they will con- 
cludethat is rather the wiſdom of che fleſh, & from natural 
wit, 
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wit , rather then from che Genes and therefore it is not 
much amiſs if .we conclude'to let ſome of rhe Ancient 
Fathers paſs, and not mention them, becauſeit is holden 
gencrally,that they lived in an Apoſtati- ing time, and ſo it 


will not beeffeftual in the audience of people: And ſo for 


Auitinand Cyprinz Ferom and »oead Origen and Damaſer, their 
traffique will hardly go off, for they will conclude , its ra- 
ther by art and ſtudy that we preach, then by the Spirit 3 
and ſowe being fallen into ſuch a dangerous time as this 
is now in the break of day, when men begins to be quick=- 
fighted, and will not only efpie hills, but alſo moats ; 
therefore all we which are Merchants of this order and 
rank, to our Mother Myſtery B2b1/oz, had need to. trade 
with the beſt Merchandize, as gold, and filver, and preci- 
ous ſtone, and fine linnen, and {ilk, and ſcarlet; and fo 
let this be agreed upon by us all, that we ſtudy hard, and 
read the Scriptures, and other modern Divines which are 


Orthodox, that ſo if need require, . every one may preach 


ex tempare , forelſe it will nor go upon the account of the. 
Spirit, ſo have words to fit all times,occaſtons,$ ſealons; 
as before Prote&ors, Parliaments and Councels, or Noble 
men, or Claſſis, or Synods, or the like, and every one la- 
bour by ſtudy andart to. rarſe many Doftrines from one 
Scripture, and make many uſes and trials,. and motives; 
and fo carnal peoples minds will be affefted with ſuch dex- 
terity and readineſs, ſo that we ſhall clearourſelves from 
clamour, which ſome of our Merchants have fallen un- 
der, becauſe of their negligence z andif any ſhould accuſe 
us for ſtudy ing and patching up onr Sermons out of divers 
Authors mixt with Scripture, .and. our inventions, then 
bring ſuch a Scripture as that 2 Tim. 2, 1%. Study to ſhew thy 
ſelf aprrovedunto God 1t may be ſome blind people will take 
that fora good proof; and ſuch a word as that, Study to 
be quiet 3 and becauſe the word Study is found in Scripture, 
therefore with a conſequence or two we may prove in the 
ears of people, that ftudying'of Sermons is lawful; and if 
any queſtion our ſet wages, and hire, be ſure that all with 
cne accord do ſtudy to yindicate this, for this is the life 
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- and {inews of the Propagation of our Gofpel, 

And now Reader, [ſhall give thee an account: of the 
principal and chief trafftzue, which is eſtabliſhed for the 
Publike Worthip amongf thoſe that are called Gofpel-Pro- 
| feſlors,, the general heads whereof is laid. downin -a Di- 
refory of the Pubbke Worſhip in theſe three Nations: of 
England, Seotlaud, and Ireland ; and the general heads of 
chat which they purpoſe to traffique with, is laid down in 
their DireGory ({ocalled) and what trafh ue is of leſs mo« 
ment, may be uſhered in, time will make manifeſt, and in 
their Preface to their Book, they ſay as follows. 

' Dire&ory, That the Liturgy hath been a great meanz to en= 
creaſe an idle Miniftery from putting forth themſe!ves, for putting 
forth the gift of prayer which Chrijt pleaſeth to furniſſ-ell his ſer- 
vants with, whom he calls to that Office. 

Auſwer. So then by this conclufion all their former Fa- 
thers and fellow-Merchants were not ſent out by Chriſt, 
becauſe they contented themſelves with ſer forms of others 
made to their hands ; and if all whom Chriſt called to this 
Office be furniſht with the gift of prayer, then this muſt 
needs follow,-that they that have no gift of prayer, are no 
officers of Chrift : Well, their part being a&ed, and the 
Exie being come, let them go off the Stage, and thou ſhalt 
ſee thegifted men come on next, | 

DireCft. In the aſſembling of the Congregation together, the di- 
redion is, that the people do reverendly compoſe themſelves to joyn 
in the Ordinance of God, which is then coming in band ; as it is 
written in the eleventh page of their Book, 

Anſw Herethey are putring Self to perform the Ordi- 
nanceofGod, which whofoever comes toperform aright, 
or joyns with the Aſſembly of the Righteous, they mutt de+ 
ny themſelves, andall their own compolings, 

Dire&, The next thing is about reading the Scriprures,and Ex= 
poſition of them; and in their Expounding they are to take heed, 
that Preaching, and other Ordinances be not ſtreightned. 

Anſw. As for reading theScripture,itis a thing fo harm- 
leſs, and honeft, and juſt, and _ that } wifh that all 
their whole Qrdinances (fo called) had been all m__ 

an 
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and given place to thisz and if it were read oftner to the 
people without aading or diminiſhing, the underſtand- | 
ings of people would be more opened, then by their clous 
dy and dark packt up ſpeeches, which is called preachin::;; 
but preaching 1 am not againſt, that is toſfay, to declare 
the mind of God as it 1s revealed by his Eternal Spirit, to, 
andinthem thatſpeaks; and why do you pref-r one part 
of your Worſhip before another ? Was not a Pialm in the 
Church of Co-inth acceptable unto God when it was ſung 
in the-Spirit, and with underftanding,as good as an Inter- 
pretaticn? And was not Prophelie as acceptable as ſpeaking 
with Tongues, if your Expounding (ſo called of the Scri- 
pture be by the Spirit of God ? why ſhould that give way 
co a ſprinkling of an Infant, till the Spirit ceaſe to ſpeak 
in him that ſpake by it? _ Os = C 
Dire&. The next prect of Mer:handize is, of their publihe pra = 
er bef.re Sermon , and to pray ater this manner , to acknowledge 
your great ſinſulneſs by your Original fin, which makes you liable 
to everlaſting damnatios 4 and doth defile your belt Eons, of it 
were not refrained ty Gods prace* as in page the faſt-enth. 
Anſw. What, is Original finunwatht away ? andis a de- 
rived naturealive, that poyſonsall your faculties, and 
defiles your beſt a&ions? What, is not this taken away 
' yet? then you have confounded your Orthodox Do&rine, 
or elſe never have been bapti-ed when you were Infants :; 
For, did not you uſe to ſay, that when an Infant was 
fprinkled, that he was regenerate, and born again, and 
ingrafted into the body of Chrifts Congregation? And 
furthermore, togive thanks to God on this wiſe, weyeeld 
thee hearty thanks, that it bath pleaſed thee co regene= 
rate this Infant, and-to receive it forthy own child by A» 
doption, and to incorporate this child into thy own 
Congregation; then ſeeing that all that are baptized, are 
regenerate, as you ſay, how 1S it that original ſin, and the 
guile is not taken away ? and how is it that the beſt of 
your aCtions is defiled? for Regeneration is a cleanſing 
work, and the a&ions of the Regenerate are pure and ho- 
ly, but your beſt ations are defiled ; then you are nat Re- 
| D generate 
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generate by your own Dowell, and if Sin be. reſtrained 
by Gods grace,then Actions donot defile,for Grace is cone, 
that which reſtrains, and that which faves; for its written, 
by Grace you are ſaved', and if fau are reftrained from 
Sin, or ſaved by Grace, then your Aﬀions would not be 
Cefiled; what cankered ruſty merchandize is this ? but | 
ſhall proceed to ſhew more ot the like nature. 
 Dire&, The next Dotrineis to corfeſs your aiual ſins, the 
fins of your Magiſtrates , Mimiſiers, and while Nation, and how 
that you bave broken all the holy juſt I aws of God, doin 
that which is forbidden and leaving undone, that mhich is injoyned, 
and not only ignorantly , bus preſumptuouſly , againſt the light of 
cur minds, and checks of our Conſciencer, but aiſo deſpiſing Gods 
II's and ſtanding out againſt all the offers of Grace in 
the Goſpel. | 
bs. uf Was not the baptized Infant incorporated into a 
holy Congregation ? and now you confeſſed you are a fin- 
full Congregation , not only ignorant but preſumptuous 
alſo, and have tinned againtt the light of ywur minds, and 
the light of your Conſciences ; whar, 1s there any thingin 
your minds or conſciences worth taking notice of? what, 
will the light in theConlcience ſhew ſin and reprove for it? 
then how is it, that you Merchants of this Rank cryes our 
againſtit as deluſion and heretical QDofrine, when any ex- 
horts them, that they fin not againſt the light of their own 
Conſciences; and if you ſtand ont againſt all Gods invi- 
tations and offers of Grace, then are you none of Chriſts 
Miniſters; And-never blame me for calling yon Babylons- 
merchants, for the Miniſters and Diſciples of Chriſt, they 
came at Chriſts invitation , and Peter and F#: left their 
Nets, and followed Chriſt when he mvited them;and they 
reliſted not the offers of Grace, but received it when it was 
offered , and were ſaved by it; and if you walk {o unwor- 
thy of him in your ſelves, then repent and ceaſe carry- 
mg. abroad ſuch trumpery as this to deceive the People 
withall, 
Dire&. 7a the ſixteen Page, you Reformers ſay you ought to be= 
waile your blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart, — 
| elief, 


| | | 4.8 Eres. 
lief , impenitency,” ſecureneſe , lukew armneſs aud barreuneſe, and 


net endeavouring mortificatior , vor to keep your garments unſ potted. 

Anſy. You had need to bewaillyour ſtate indeed if this be 
it; but ſee that you be notHypocrites,to confels that before 
che Lord and your Congregation; and if any fay you are 


hard-hearted & unbelievers, you deny it again,zand lo make. 


your lives tranſgreſs, and your 5 ongues utter forth 
deceit 3 what is ſuch a company of blind minds, an hard+ 
hearted, Impenitent, unbelieving,ſecure,lukewarm, barren, 
whom God will ſpue out of his mouth , who doth nor 
ſo muchas enfeavour afcer mortification, nor to keep your 
| ſelves unſported , and have broken promiſes and vows, 
and covenants; That ever ſuch a company as you ſhould 
carry a Ship at Sea, or think in your heartsrto give direA&i- 
ons to others to reform, when you are unreformed your 
ſelves, and full of unbelief; what people will rake dire&i- 
ons at ſucha company of heart-blind Guides as you? If this 
be Reformation, what is Deformity? the wife in heart may 
judge ofthis merchandize. | 
Dire&. Yet you ſay notwithitanding in the 18th page, let us 
draw near to the Throne of Grace, and incourage our ſelves with 
hope of @ gracious Anſwer of our Prayer-. EE 
Anſw. He that fits upon the Throne of Grace, before 
whoſe face the Heavens and the Earth thall fly away, he 
will reje& your Offering, notwithſtauding all the encou - 
ragement you may take to your ſelves; and how can you 
have hope to receive a gracious Anſwer? its but the hope 
of the Hypocrite, you that are blind in mind and hard in 
heart, and doth notſo much as endeavour after mortifica- 
on, Dari1a meſſenger of God, ſaid, If I regard iniquity in 
my hearr, God will not hear my Prayers; and you that are 
ſo preſumprtaous, andareſofull of vam hopes, as tothink 


chat God will hear your Prayers , whoare inunbelief, 


and endeavoursnot after mortification, he will ſend you 
empty Away. 

Dire& The next Dotirize is about preaching the word, the ſnb= 
ject of his Sermon is to be ſome Text of Scripture, ſutable to ſome 
emergent occaſions, and he may go oy in ſome Chapter or Pſalm, 
as he ſhall think fit. D 3 Anſw. 
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Arlw, Here, Reader, thou mayeſt take notice theſe 
Artificers of the laſt edition have tratfique of divers forts, . 
to fit the ſeveral places and occaſions; as when they come 


before ſome Princes, or Courtiers, or ſome Convorations: 


or Councels, then ſome great ſwelling words, and new 
coyned exprelsions, and rhetorical ſpeeches, and Panioſo- 
phical phraſes, this will go offata good rate ; and by.this. 
the Merchant may procure his Difcourſe to be printed, 
which may-procure his fame and renown among ignorant 
people z beiides,, it /may be hegets profit by printing his 
Sermon, ſetting all ſet-wages, tyches, ſalleries afide : but 
if it be amongſt poor County people, or an odde corner 
ofthe Land, then any ordinary trath jue, a Sermon, which 
it may behe hath fold four times over, this will go off a- 
mony ignorant people, and make them more ignorant;and 
as you ſay a Text out of the i ſalms, or any other Scrip- 
tureas the Mi-ifter ſhall chinks fir, will ſerve to treat upon; 
Reader, thou mayeſt take notice that hereis no notice 
taken of the holy Ghoſt or Spirit, what ir thinks fit; but 
what he that preaches hath ready muſt gooff, and coun- 
ted as fit for that people. | LESS 
Dire&. And inthe 36 Pare your Dirediion is to the Merchant, 

not to rejt in general Dofrine, but come to particul az application, 
whi-h is a work of gre Aaiffi-ul:y to himſelf, requiring prudence 
and moderation , an4 to the natural corrupt maxit wilt be very 
unpleaſant. ; Lo; 
 Anſ». The Dofrines and. the Applications of the natu- 
ral corrupt man will not be proficablenor powerfull at all 
upon the Hearers, neither will diſarm'the thoughts of the 
heart at all, and you that gives preſcriptions to natural 
eorrupt men what to preach, who ſets them about perfor- 
ming the work of God, that knows it not, are very igno- 
rant; for the natural man wunderitands not the things of 
God, and the corrupt man in-heart fces not God, and he 
that underfiands not the things of God, muſt needs 
preach a devination of his own brain. Well, let who will 
take this trafhi ue, the Children of light will have none of- 
it,it may be ſuch husks as theſe will ſatisfiea herd of ſwine, 
and ſo let them take tt. Di- 
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 Direft. And you ſay, he ted 2s to be perſwaded in 
his own heart, that ail that he teaches is the truth, and that he 1s 
to walk Before his flock as an example. | 

Anſw. How is he like to beperſwaded in his own heart, 
that {ins preſumpriouſly againſt the checks of his own con- 
ſcience? And you ſet examples indeed, but they are but 
bad ones; would you have your flock to follow your ex- 
ample? would you have every one of your flock to have 
a long Gown,or along Robe,and makethem all l:ke Car- 
dinals, Princes ? Would you have every one to have a 
Ring on his finger, and a company of Points at his knees, 
like a Beſom, andacompany of Ribons and Cuffs, like a 
Fidler ? Or would you have any of your Flock to come 
and fetch away a yoak of your oxen, or a couple of your 
horſes, or take his Teem, and come into your field , break 
down thechedges, and throw open the gates, and load his 
waggon with corn, if one could not pay it him for conſci- 
ence {ake ? Or would you be ſewed up two hundred miles 
into a Court, for a Tythe Hen worth four pence, or fix 
pence, and thrown intothe Fleet a year or two for four or. 
five ſhillings ? Many ſuch evidences and examples we have 
trom you, you late Reformers ; but to the light in all con-' 
{ciences I leave tojudge, (which you have preſumpriouſly 
{ſinned againſt) what examples you are to your flocks. . 

Dire&. And uy, Reader, I come to prayer after Sermons and 
thou (halt ſee what traffique is there 5 The AMinifter is to give 
thanks for the bl ſing received, as Elefiion, Vicaticn,: Adoptior, - 
Tufiificaticn, and hope of glory ; and likewiſe to turn the heads of 
his Sermons into ſome few Petitions, and after. 16 pray for the pre- 
paration for death, and to entreat of Gd to. forgive the iniquity of 
- your hely things. 

Anrjw. Fere, Reader, thou mayſt ſee as bad Verchandi:e 
as the ſtory ofthe Lady of Laureita, or the ſtory of Saint 
Francis, which the begging Fryers, your fellow-mer- 
chants trafftique withall. Firſt, you give thanks for Ele- 
Aion, Vocation, juſtification, and hope of Glory, and af- 
terwardstopray for the forgiveneſsof the iniquity of your 


ho)y things ; How are your things holy, when they are 
D | _ 
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full of iniquicy, and link ? Is that which is holy, iniqni- 
ty and finful ? Or is that which is iniquity and finful, ho- 
ly ? Arethey Ele&ed, Juſtited, Adopted, and Sandifed, 
whoſe fins are not blotted out , whoſe iniquities are nat 
forgiven ? let the wiſe in heart judge of this dream. What, 
arenot they well prepared for death, that are Ele&ed, A- 
dopted, Juſtified and. San&ified, but they muſt nceds 
have your prayers full of iniquity ? will that prepare them 
better ? What ign5cance is here ? And where learned you 
this Article of taith, to turn the headsef the Sermon 
into Petitions ? let the wiſe judge. Was not Prophelie one 
thing, and Prayer another? Bur now Propheſte muſt be 
turned into Prayer, and Prayer into Propheſie ; Sermons 
into Petitions, and Petitions into Sermons ; what man-, 
gd trafhque is this ? 

Dirett. 1 the 38. page., this kind of prayer . fore-mentioned 
ended, a Pſalm may be ſung, if it be convenient, if ſome other Or- 
dinance doth not foll:y. 
 Aafw. Then it ſeems that your Plalm isno Ordinance, 
but if it be, .it muſt give way however if the Prieft thinks 
fic;God muſt have no prayers at that time;it may beſprink- 
ling of an Infant may ſerve in ſtead. 

Dire&. And now I come to the great Ordinance, Infants Baj- 
tiſme, (falſly ſo called.) In the zo. page, the Miniſter is to uſe 
Jome words touching the Injtitution, how that it was inſtituted by 
onr Lord Feſus Chriſt, that Infants ſhould be Buptized , and that 
it is a Seal of the Covenant of Grace , and of our grafting into 
Chriſt, and of our union with hiv;, and of remiſſion of ſins, Regenc= 
ration, Adoption, and Eternal Life. 

Anſw. Reader, Take notice Chriſt never ſent them forth 
as Minifters to tell lies; as to ſay, he ordained that which 
he never did. And furthermore, thou may take notice, 
that the Spirit of the Lord is turned out of doors, there 
1s no place forit; outward water with which the infant is 
ſprinkled, hath taken up the authority, and the work of 
the Spirit, the Miniſters of Chriſt declared, that the Spirit 
of Promiſe,and the Spirit of Truth,was the Seal of the Co- 
venant of Grace, and remiſſion of ins, III, m 
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Adoption ; and that the Fat ad bhe Spirit, 1s the Seals 
of Eternal Life : But theſe Reformers hath excluded 
both, and have ſet up a beggerly Element in the room; 
let the ſpiritual man judge what kind of traffique 


_ this1s, 


Dirett. And in the 42. page, that children by Baptiſme are rc 
ceived in:0 the Boſome of the Church , difiinguiſhed from the 
worlr, 

Anſw. Now what kind of a Church yours is, and what 
kind of a boſome your Church hath, diſtin& from the 
world, the wife in heart mayjudge. You have confeſſed, 
that Vagiſtrates, Miniſters,and the whole Nation, doth not 
ſo much as endeavour after mortification, and a newneſs 
of life, and that you areblind, hard-hearted, full of un- 
belief, impenitent, ſecure, and luke-warm, and have not. 
ſo much as endeavoured to receive Chriſt into your hearts 
by Faith , as in the ſixteenth page of your Diredory may 
beſeen 3 and how your Church, and the boſome of it, is 
diſtin& from the world, if your Chureh be as yon have 
ſaid, (the underſtanding may jndge ; ) for you that are 


*1mpenitent, and full of unbelief, and have not received 


Chriſt into your hearts, you are of the world, andyonr 
boſome full of deceit, and are none of the Church of 
Chrift. 

Dire&, And morerver, the Minijler that baptized the Infant, 


which is a Popiſh invention. and not an Inftitution of Chriſt, howc= 


ver he is to preſs it upon people as ſuch a one, and; to exhort them 19 
lock back to their Baptiſme , and to repent of their ſins. againſt God, 
nd to ſtir up ther frith, 

Anſw. Said ye not even now, that Bapriſme with water 
was an ingrafcing intoChrift, and of Regeneration, anÞ 
of Eternal Life, and he that is baptized, hath the Seal of 
all this; and yer they are to repent of their fins ? and how 
ſhould their Faith bz ſtirred up, that hath none , which. 
yet hath to. repent ? What blind Dod@rine is this, that 
theſe blind merchants of this laſt edition hath given ouc 
for a plat-form ? | 
DireGt.. It the 44: fage, the Miniiter is t 0 joyn prayer with = 
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word of Inflitation, for fanitifying the water to this ſvirituzl uſe, 

Anſw. Mark, Reader,what Sorcery is here? Was not the 
water inſtituted in the beginning by the word, and ga- 


.thered together into one place, by the Word ? and rhen is 


was ſanC&ified, and holy 3 and how became it unholy a- 


gain ? and how hath the water tranſgrefſed, taat its be- 


come unholy, that it needs ſanCifying again ? but in ſtead 
of ſan&ifying it, you abuſe it, and would make it ſerve for 


that end which God never ordained, (viz.) tobea Seal of 


the Remiſſion of {ins, a Seal of Regeneration, and Eternal 


Life; all which is contrary to the Scripture, contrary to 


the Miniſters of Chriſt, and contrary to the preceprs of 
the Miniſt:zrs of Chriſt, but are indeed inſtiturions of your 
Mother,myſtery Baby. | 

Dire&, A»4 now 1 come to the ce'ebration of your great Sacra 
men of Bread and Wine z you ſay in the 48. page, we judge it 
convenient to be done after the Morning Sermyz, aud that all ign= 
rant aud ſcaunalons are not fit to receive this Sacrament. 

Anſw. And why after the Morning Sermon, ye great Re- 
formers ? If zouintend that Chrifts breaking of bread, and 
giving the Cup to lys Diſciples, that this muſt be your 
foundation for your Sacrament, that was at Supper in the 


ſame night he was betrayed; and if he had judged it more 


convenient, why could he not have given it them af- 
ter ſome Morning Sermon ? What example haveyou for 
ſo doing ? it nay be Saint G egory, Bened:&, or Damaſen, or 
ſome other of your Mothers Merchants, And if they be 
nnfit that are ignorant and ſcandalous, to receive this Sa- 
crament, (as you call it) then none more unkit-then your 
ſelves, none more ignorant and ſcandalous., which hath 
left that undone which God hath injoyned, and hath done 
that which he never commanded., and that not only out 
of ignorance, but alſo preſumptiouſly againſt the checks 
of your own conſciences, and motions of his Holy Spirit; 
what, not ſo much as endeavoured after mortification, or 
newneſs of life, but are a blind, hard-hearted, unbelieve- 
ing, and impenitent people, witneſs the ſixteenth page of 
your Direfiory ; and if ſuch as you be fit toreceive this 
Sacrament, ( as you call it ) I know none unkt to re- 
ceive it, Dire. 


- [31 : 
'{Kref&, h the $0. Page, the MEL is to wavn all that ave ignorants, 
an! jcandalous, and prophane, thet live in any ſin,or offence againft their 
conſeience, that they come #01 to this Holy Table; and onthe other hand to 
incourage and affare them of refreſhment and ftrength, by coming to tis 
Table, if they deſire a farther progreſs in grace. 

- Anſw. Whom doyou call ignorant, and prophane, and ſcan- 
dalous ? Is not he a ſcandalous perſon that lins preſumpriouſly, 
and againſt the checks of his own conſcience, and Gods toly 
Spirit ? and if ſuch be prohibited, all you Reformers are exclu- 
ded;and if you do come,you are like to have no refreſhment, or 
ſtrength here(if your own Doarine muſt ſtand good for refreſh- 
ment and ftrength*you promiſe to them that hath a deſire after ' 
the progreſs in grace : But, ſay you of your ſelves, we have no- 
deſire after morrtification, or amendment of life, and ſo you are 
withont hope, come,or not come.Furthermore, Bread and Wine 
wasa Seal of Eternal Life, before, youſaid, and now eaſe, re- 
freſhment, and ftrength is promiſed to the weak: I ſay as the A- 
poſtle ſaid to them who diſcerned not the Lords Body, but came 
unworthily, For this cauſe many are weak, and many are jick,and m= 
ny are fallen ifleep; and though they have come to your Table, 
they have come fick and weakly , and have gone away ſa,'and 
hath found your promiſes and aflurances of no effe& at all. 

Dir. And now I come to the Conſecration, The Miniſter is to begin the 
ation, with bleſſing the bread and wine, letting them aſide for this holy uſes. 
An.1 ſay bread and wine was ſanQified by the Word, for that 


end and uſe that God created them; that is to ſay, for thenous 


riſhment of man, and they were holy and good before ever the 
Prieſt touched them as it is written, Unto you that believe, aye all 
things clean ; but if you ſet them apart for any ſuch end oruſe, as 
to be a Seal of remiſſion of fins, Regeneration, and Eternal Life, 
then you convert them, or rather pervert them to that end 
which God never intended. But this is like the reſt of your ido= 
latrous merchandirze. | 

Dir. Then after the Sacrament is taken, inthe 55 page, The Miniſter 
is to put them in mind of the Grace of Gd held forth in the Sacrament,aud 
10 entreat for pardon for the defefis of the whole ſervice. | 

An. The Church of Reme, your Mother, ſaith, that the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt is held forth in the Sacrament » andyoun 
ſay , the Grace is held forth inthe Sacrament, and the Seal 
of Eternal Life. What,do you —_— to make it, the Fountain of 
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Life, from whence all good UL in theconcluſion ofall the 
/ whole, a Sacrifice muſt be offered up for the defe&s of your 


hole ſervice; what pitifull blind Merchandize is this ? before it 
was a Seal of the Vocation and Elefion, eternal life, and pled- 
es of Adoption; and by it the Comers thereuntoare not made 


® ror are full of defeCts,and finfull, & your whole ſervices 


cf iniquty, and fin, and defe&s ; will not any, who hath 
bur the leaft fight abhor your i'ypocritical Sacrifice , and your 
mouldy, ruſty, cankered Traftique? and now their holy Ordi- 
nance, and their moſt holy things is ended in defe&t, in fin and 
iniquity ; and theſe. Worſhippers the more they offer the more 
they ſin, and how the reſt of their Ordinances will end, thou 
mayeſt judge before thou paſs any further. 

Pirett. Ani now I come their ſanGification of their ſabboth, the 
whole day, you ſur, is to he celibrated as being the Chriftian Sabbath. 

If you intend the firſt day of the week, where is that called the 
Chriſtian Sabbath ? the Sabbath, in the firſt Covenant 
was given for a ſign ofthe Chriſtian Sabbath , which was 
to be revealed when they ceaſed from their own works, words, 
& thoughts,then the reſt was to be known, the Chriſtian Sabathz 
and whether is a Chriſtian Sabbath a vifible or inviſible thing ? 
But ſtay Sirs, do you keep this day(which you call a Chriſtians 
Sabbath} holy to the Lord? is not this your Varket day npon 
which you ſell your Trattique, one or two Glaſſes for 20 or 3o s. 
a day, befides what you get for ſprinkling of Infants ? do 
you not ſpeak your own words, nor think your own thoughts, 
nor work your own works ? If zou ſay yon do not, how comes it 
to paſs, that there are all theſe defe&s in your performances, $& 
all this iniquity in your holy things? 1 hope you dare not ſay, 
that defects is from God, or that iniquity or finis of God; 
and if you have not a male in your flock, let ſacrificingor offer- 
ing alone , and do not think that God will be pleaſed with your 
lame, blind , maimed, defeCtive ſacrifices, neither with your 
ftrangled things, nor your ſwines fleſb; ſol ſay unto you, repent 
and learn to be reformed your ſelves, before you preſcribe 
rules for. others, leaſt toth yon, and them that follow you fall 
into the pit; and becauſe the Merchants of this rank and orders 
doth love to be medling with every thing, wherein there is 
hope of any thing to be got, they will try all kinds of merchan- 
dize, and fo preſent they their direCtion about mariage to any 
who willtake their ignorant Counce),. Dj. 


of API EA cat Fe, 


Dire&. They ſay Mariage is LE, JE peculiar ts the Church 
of Ged, and they ſay we judge it expedient that it 6e done by alawjull 
Miniſter , and to be publiſhed three times before it be ſolemniſed by the 
ſaid Miniſter. ; BE 

Anſ(w. If you mean by Sacrament a holy thing, then mariage 
is either holy or unholy, if unboly, then fir to be done by 
none; if holy, why is it not proper and pw co the Church 
of God? if they who are Members of the Church of God may 
marry{in the L ord,% in the covenant in which man was made) 
the male and the female, ; then what hath any to do with it, 
who arenot ofthe Church of God ? and what hath the Church 
of God to do with them that are without ? and what hatha 
Prieſt to do with this? where was Abrahams and Sarahs Prieſt 


when they were maried ? and where was the Prieſt to ſolem- 


nize the mariage of Iſaac aud Kebeccah? and of Sachariah and 
Elizabeth? and becauſe youſay its not peculiar to the Church of 
God, whether were theſe of the Church ef God before mentic- 
ned? but what hath the Prieſt to do to publiſh it three times like 
a Belman for the loſs of a Horle or Cow thorow the Market ? 
or rather why ought not the man and the woman both in the 
fear of the Lord ( if they be moved thereunto by the Lord)pub- 
liſh their own intentions; And moreover, their joyning toge- 
ther in the Church of God, when the members of rhe Church 
of God are preſent; bur this fruftraterh the Prieſts 5 or 10s and 
his Clerk 64d. or a ſhilling more orleſs as they can get. 
Dire&. Furthermore, they ſay it may be done any time of the year, but 

on a Faiting-day, or 0n the Lords day. | 

Anſ.Why are theſe days prohibited?if mariage be a holy thing, 
or an honorable thing > why may it not be done in the fear of 
God,and the power of God, why not on any day?was days made 
for man, or man made for days? your ignorant Predeceffors, the 
Phariſees judged as you do, that it was not expedient or conve= 
nient, that he ſhould heal a' Daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
had bound on the Sabbath day;And now they ſay, that the ho= 
nourable Eftate of Mariages, is the Covenant of their God; and . 
before they ſaid,it was not peculiar to the Church of Godzif en= 
tering into a ſtate of Mariage be the Covenant of God, and if 
the Covenant of God be peculiar to the Church of God, then 
what 1s the reaſon {you Reformers) that Mariage is not peculi- 
ar to the Church of God?And now take their dire&tions (who  Þ} 
| E 2 hath E 


- hath a defireto Trade any more With their Merchandize ) con= 
: cerying the viſitation of the ſick. | 

Nire&. The party ſick, is to ſend for the Minifter timely and ſeaſe= 

nably before their under/tanding fail thew, and if the Miniſter ſuſp: @ the 

. party of Innorance, he ſh..ll not examine them in the Principles of Religi= 
or, eſpecially teuching KRefpentance and Faith, and to make known unto 
him the danger of deſering Repentance, . | 

Anſw. If he be ſuch a one who is ſick, as hath traded much 
with the Prieſts Merchandize, , if he be capable of underſtand- 
ing, there is ſome hope !he may give the Prieſt 5 pound, or ten 
pound ; and it hath been high (time for the Miniſter to have 
thown him the danger of de ering Repentance before now, 
(when he is like to go out of the body ,not to have deferred his 
exhortation till this time; and if the party be ignorant, it were 
More time to inform him about the Principles of Religion , and 
Repentance, and Faith,than to have him make Anſwers to that 
which he knows nothing of; and then you conclude, if delired, 
the miniſter ſhall pray torhim to this effe&, 

Dire&. Confeſſing and bewailing or1ginal and anal ſin, and the mi- 
Ferable condition of man by nature, and that God would give bim an ev;- 
dence of an intereft in Chrijt, and the Seal of Eternal Life by Chriſt. 
 Aaſw.In fin you began,and in fin you will end;complaining of 
original and aCtual ſin, before you know what it is, and hold on 

till you come to the grave, and never depart from it; and what 
' mutt not the Miniſter pray except he be deſired? it ſeems they al- 
wayes muft pleaſe other mens deſires, rather then mind the Spi- 
rits motion in themſelves; And what is intereſt in Chriſt yet 
wanting, and Evidence, and Seal of Eternal Life yet wanting, 
and it may be the Party 40 or 59 years old ? What was not this 
man baptized when he was an infant; and have not you ſaid,and 
in.the 45. page and 45 page of your Direforr,that Water-baptiſm 
isa Seal Fic ovenant of Grace, and of being ingrafted into 
Chriſt, and of Regeneraticn, Adoption, aud Eternal Life; and 
hatis the Evidence and Scal loſt now ? Uſeth notthis tobe the 
gaftrine ,amonght you, once in Chriſt, and ever in Chriſt , and 
OE he laves once, he loves tothe end? and hath notthis man 
artaken of the Sacrament , and eat the fleſh of Chriſt, and 
Rn his blcod, and a Church-member? C as you call it ) and 
is his Evidence now to ſeek, and the Seal now wanting ? utter 
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. +, DireA, 41d now we come tq the Dy Gory, for ſolemnfafts, that when 
ſome great and notable judgement is inflicted upon ſome people , or apps 
rently evident. or nga ans ſpecial bleſſing is to be ſought, or obtained, 
then ſelemu fajting is a auty, thas,God expets from @ Netion or people, ona 
they are to abſtain from all food, and from wardly labour, au diſcourſes, 
ard bodily delights, and rich apparrel, aud ornaments, and ſuch like, als 
though lawfull at other times, aud gorgious attire, and laſcivious habits,aud 
if any ſuch things be, the Miniſter may reprove them at a Faſt, 
Anſw.To faft unto the Lord, is not to ſet a day apart by the 
will of man, but by being moved thereunto by the Lord, and not 
to hang down the head fora day likea Bull-ruſh, nor co ſmite 
with the fiſts of wickedneſs, but to looſe the band of wickedneſs, 
and let the oppreſſed go free: And as for gorgious attire, and 
rich apparrel, and ornaments, its no where found ſo mnch as a» 
monylt youſ Steeple-houſe) Faſters; and for delights,and plez- 
ſares, and theſe things, which you ſay.is lawful at other times, 
that which ſojudgeth will not forſake them in your ſet times;and 
if they be lawful at any time, then the Apoſtles exhortation is 
made void, who ſaid, Not zn gold, nor cotly array, nor brojdered hair; 
that which abſtains from them one day, and takes them up ano- 
ther day, is hypocrifie and deceit : And as for your abſtinence 
from one ſet meal in a day,and it may be go to a banquet, or a 
riot, the next day after, this is abomination to the Lord, And 
how ſhould the Viniſter reprove any for pride, when it may be 
he hath as wany Points at his knees as ateſom, Ribons & Cufts, 
anda long Robe to his heels, and a broad Hatband , enough to 
cover one , moſt part down tothe waſt, if it were ſpread out 
and who do you think will receive this mans reproof for pride, 
that is thus gorgioufly attired? And what do you judge this man 
will have on the Thank{gwing-Day? Eos on 36 -4cl TTY 
- Dizeft. 1henext comes oa the performanceof the worſhip .. which is 
reading, preaching, wity ſinging of Pſalms, fit to quicken the affefti= 
01: aud eſpecially prayer, wherein ſin is to be conteſt, with ſeveral ag” 
gruvation', aud with greater 'in/argement then at other timer, | 
. 4x. You that have nothing toquickey/youraffe tions, but to - 
turn Navi4s.eryings and t6ags ingo, aSongapamidoling, you roar 
for the diſqi tneſs.of your,haarts Janid-as; niett'c iſtri&ed; mhen 
your heartg.are whole, and unrent; and you that think to be 
heard for your feigned-cenfeſlions; and it you ſpeak.from your 
hearts,{as you ſay the Miniſter ought tQ do_there.is wo ſnch hy- 
mm | E 3 pocrilie 
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whattheir Thani pwHt be, like the reſt. 2 
Dir. The' Miniſter i999 moks ſome pithy Navrution of Gods deliverances, 
- and fing ſome pertinent P ſalmsgand hp ſe a pertinent text to the occaſion, 


> vw 


| and deceit among any peoples amongſt you, who doth 
at which is forbidden, and leaves that undone that is- com- 
manded, andpreſumprioufly fins againſt the light of your own 
conlciences, as you confeſs, and doth-not fo much as endea- 
vourto receive Chriſt into your hearts, nor ſo much as endea- 


your after-morttification, and newneſs of life : And how can you 


? 


babling ? Many hypocritical Faſts hath been made,which i have 
oblerved; as well as ſome other men, what would be the end 


formance thereof like them-that Amos peaks of, that howled 
for their corn, and wine, and oy], and mocked God, and drew 
near with their lips, but their hearts were far from him. 
- Dire, - Bat to proceed, ſuch Texts ought to beuſed for preathing, that 
may beft work the hearts of tbe hearers into humiliation, and re entance, 
and the Miniter is to exhort before they depart, that their A [mb may 
improve their whole life to the glory of God,by re=inforcing themſelves and 
their families in all private reſolutions towards God, which they profeſſed 
11 publike._ Caen | | | 
Aenſs You that have no other thing to bring people to humi- y | 
lity and repentance, but by a Text (as you call it) of Scripture, 
which you may judge in.your carnal minds will do it, and pick 
and chufe too,the Scripture where you like : What, was not the | 
Scripture ſpoken forth by the Spirit of God,and cannot be bro- | 
ken? and one. Scripture is as good as another, and is as effeftual | 
as another, but none is effe&ual without the Spirit , which is 
that which leads to repentance, and brings down the. pride of 
the tranſgreflor; and except people come to receive the Spirit, 
and believe in it, which convinceth them of fin, and leads them 
to repentance, all your ftirring up, and compoſing , and 
re-inforcing, will dono-good at all ; and ſo re-irffexcing of ſelf 
began your faſt, and there it will end , without Chriſt, which 
who ſo comes tgfpllow, denies themſelves, and are otherwiſe 
raught, then calathe Kingdome 'by Force, And concerning 
i hafkheard, and mayeſt judge, Reader, 
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rhat people feels in themſelves, bur it ariſes from rhe pithy fto- 
Ty, as they call it, of the Miniſter, -and likewiſe from his deviſed 
Sermon, which hath fed the carnal mings, to re'ogcg.in words 
without the life,' and then ring the'conſecrated'Bells;, and get 
Bonfires, and cat and drihk;and ſatisfiethe fleſh;& theſe are the 
thankſgivings, and the rejoyeings that the world makes, over 
the Witneſs in themſelves.' 

Dir. And now I come to the ſinging Pſalms, and their Maſs=houſe, the 
place of their Worſhip, .and ſo T have donewith their traffique. Firſt, they 
ſay, that ſinging of. Pſalms publikely in a Congregation, with a tuneable 


voice, is a Chriſtians duty. 
An Where was it injoyned by Chrift, or any of his Miniſters? 
I am ignorant, and yet the Scripture I know, but no where read 
in it, tirat ſinging of Prophefies, and Prayers, and other mens 
conditions, turnedinto Rime and Meeter by Poets,and Maſters 
of Muliick,, in an.nvented tune(in the ſame mind which invents 
runes for-Ballet-mongers) and to ſing ſuch conditions amengft 
roud; wanton,. and diſdainful people, covetons, envious, and 
uch as hath not ſo much as endeavoured after mortification,or | 
newneſs of life (as generally. your Parochial Congregations are ) 
as you have confeſt in your Dzrefory for Publike Worſhip ; this 
1$no way accounted as a Chriftian duty, for whoſe ſouls are 
not brought out of death, cannot praiſe the Lord; and you con=- 
feſs Miniſters and Congregaticn , that you are blind in mind, 
and hard: in heart ,. and full of rinbelief, :impenicency., luke- 
warmnelſs, and barrenneſs, not. endeavouring:to receiveChrifſt 
into your hearts, your ſtate is howIing and lamentation, and not 
rejoycing, yet finging with the Spiritis owned, and with. un=-- 
deritanding. ; OY en” 
Dir.. And now we come to the 3 lace of publike Worſhip: They ſay it is 
not unlawful or unconvenient.;for Chriſtians to: meet together in the place 
which was dedicated to Idolatry, © or conſecrated toan idolatrous uſe , -3et 
we hold it requifite, that the places of. publike Worſhip: ſhould be imploy= 
ed, and continued 40 that uſe. 7-4 | 
e#r.Andupon what account do:you cotint it lawful,conveni-- 
ent, and requiſite to meet in an Idols;Fewple, 'or a Maſs-houſe? 
your accotint will be bueſlender and poor, 2 will be with- 


ont example from the Saints. Did Foſtah or Wekzab, when they 
had broken down the Altars of Baa/z and thrown down the high _ 
Places, did they fay, its requiſite and convenient , that our |, - 
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| . PHeſlyandttheLevites,% thiGngng atiof, dorheft atithe Altay 
| 'of Bee/;or at the; liigh places? .Qt did-the Apoſtles bid the Gene 
| tiles, mho:did believe,,g0 toitheir: Idols Temple+-again, and fay 
| 3t-whs:a cofiygnientgaceto:worſhip theitrue God in? And: have 
| you forgotveathatexborrationbarpteceptiziAbltain from” every 


=D And: thus, Reader,I have 
Es __ of theWhore,-and throu 


zppearance bf exil3:\And' rhongh t6me:do know chat a1 1dol is 
nothing in theworld, howbeit therewhorm' every maii/that 
'Rnowledggarid:isit not yer\called;by maſt of you yet; The Houſe 
of God, Houferof Prayer But as;you ditbbegin; ſowillyou end 
oearey.riayparige tvs pour gndeteny myſtery Babyiot, | 

ed thee through-many\things, from 
| ubh-chemoſtiof. her merchants, 
through the mott af '/hentraftizgemerchants, of divers or 
derszand rartks; ant cn nods with nothigg-bur 
Inchantm d* ies . which hack: long'bewicched 'the 


153: bur the crime is come, thay the! is -manifeſt, civicli her 
randize and Sorceries,' andtuyned from;by — 
thenfands more; which is my exhoftation tothe, - that ſo thou 
m7 come to the:Chutck whichi.ismGod:; andto theiele& aſs 


: Go and 'vo know the. feed: which is heir of thepromiſe; 


che Life which'is without'end': Which myſtery Babylon, 


? with all her merchants have: fought todeſtroy, 'fince fhe-gotup 
- eo ride pon the Beaft, who hath compelled all” both ſmall 
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